{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CHAP. VI.]                      LIBERATION.                                 173}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 same time a new position could be made for Austria in the Germanic world. It was a most critical mo\-ment in German history. Since 1809 both Austria and Prussia, as German Powers, had practically ceased to exist. They were now to re-enter the Ger\-man system, and the manner in which they should do this would determine the course both of its history and of their own. Prussia, which since the Peace of Basel had appeared to disadvantage by the side of Austria, had shown less spirit, and had been more dis\-gracefully beaten, now made its new beginning in the most glorious manner. It is to this period and not, except in an indirect manner, to the age of Frederick the Great, that the present greatness of Prussia is to be traced. Stein, Scharnhorst, Hardenberg, Yorck, Gneisenau and Blucher had placed it again at the head of Germany, and among the Great Powers. Could Austria match this achievement ? It was be\-cause she felt she could not openly face her old rival that she would not hear of the restoration of the Empire, and seemed even unwilling to see Germany revive in any form. But at this moment the oppor\-tunity presented itself of assuming a position in the Germanic World which, without the old title, should secure to her an influence analogous to that which she had enjoyed under the old constitution. Then she had rested on the Ecclesiastical Estates, on the oldest parts of the system, including her own his\-torical position, and so she had been the head of a Conservative party. Now she might rest in like manner upon the Napoleonic sovereignty, which so far resembled her own that it was absolute, and by the help of this party she might oppose and hold in}\par }